
ENGAGING STUDENTS 
WITH ADVENTURE GAMES

Emanuil Slavov

@BoomRaid

2021-1-BG01-KA220-HED-000027624



WHAT IS A CITY 
ADVENTURE GAME 



Teams compete to solve riddles as fast as they can

Riddles consist of two parts

Nothing is forbidden. Can use any sort of help

We don’t alter the city in any way

1. Where to go

2. How to find the answer there



On Graben street you need to be,

the disease pillar is not new,

a hand with no body you'll see,

to which letters it points to?

VIENNA

Go to the location

The answer can only

be found at the location



THE PLAGUE COLUMN

LE



We do not hide anything, nor leave any objects

We use public and free locations

We do not change the city in any way

The answers are not Googleable, or on Street View



RANKING



When two teams have the same points,

sort them by game duration.

First we rank by points.

There are easy, medium and hard riddles.

They bring 1, 2 or 3 points when solved.



THE PROBLEM WITH PAPER



Too much time calculating results

Teams trade answers at the end

All have to come at an end location

Can’t make quick changes to riddles

Have to start at the exact time 

Teams may split to go to locations



During the COVID pause we made a mobile version.

Mostly to offer cheap games for single teams.

We found it useful for team building purposes.



REMAINING 
TIME

RIDDLE
CURRENT PROGRESS

GAME AREA 

USED / REMAINING HINTS

TYPE THE ANSWER

SKIP RIDDLE



GAME MECHANICS



Riddles unlock one after the other

Hint/Skip system, if you get stuck

Doesn’t accept answers when the game ends

Unlimited tries for the answer

Can give additional info when the riddle is solved

Hint can show location on the map



TEAM BUILDING ADVANTAGES



Teams can’t split

Real time ranking

Random route for each team

Gradual increase of difficulty

Each team can start with a delay

End at different location







DIFFICULTY LEVELS



1. Poems, wordplays

2. Subsitution (A=1, B=2)

3. Transposition

4. Book Cipher    38-17-3-5



LOCATION SPECIFICS



Chicago New York



The answer should not be Googleable

The answer should not be in Street View

The answer should not be solvable by AI



EXTRA RIDDLE



Unlocked if some conditions are met

Very Hard. Has remaining time to solve



ENGAGING STUDENTS



Think about interesting locations.

Create riddles for them. The answers shouldn’t be googleable.
Use paper. All riddles are independent of each other.

Add time limit.

Physical: a book, a section, a floor.
Virtual: a webpage, a book citation, a quote, study materials.

Figure out how the ranking will work.

If you have people, you can add them as actors / clue keepers.
Small prizes, award ceremony.



QUESTIONS?
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